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MONTANA GETS $1.8 MILLION GRANT TO INCREASE 
DISABLED MONTANANS' ACCESS TO NEEDED TECHNOLOGY
MISSOULA —
Montana has received a three-year, $1.8 million federal grant to help 
state residents with disabilities obtain the equipment and services they 
need to maximize their independence, productivity and integration into 
their communities.
The assistive technology program, dubbed MonTECH, will be implemented 
by The University of Montana's Rural Institute on Disabilities through a 
contract with the state Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services, 
Rehabilitative/Visual Services Division. Of $550,553 in first-year grant 
funds, $482,212 will go to the Rural Institute to hire staff, establish an 
information and referral center and administer various subcontracts.
Montana is one of eight states that received grants from the U.S. 
Department of Education this summer under the Technology-Related Assistance 
to Individuals with Disabilities Act of 1988.
After the three-year development phase is completed -- with 
anticipated second- and third-year funding levels of $605,180 and 
$636,504 —  the state expects to receive a two-year continuation grant, 
with further continuations possible, said Bill Lamb, assistive technology 
coordinator for the Rehabilitative/ Visual Services Division.
"We're quite excited about it," Lamb said. "I think we're going to 
have an excellent program to meet the needs of disabled Montanans in the 
area of assistive technology."
MonTECH, set to begin Sept. 30, is designed to be extremely consumer-
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responsive, said Rural Institute Director Rick Offner. The plan was based 
on input from Montanans with disabilities, he said, and is flexibly 
designed so that it can be modified in response to consumer feedback.
The point, Offner said, is to help Montanans make full use of the 
technology, services and devices that can help them in their daily life, in 
the workplace and at school. MonTECH is designed to address the needs of 
all citizens with disabilities, regardless of their age, type of disability 
or geographic location.
To implement MonTECH, the Rural Institute will hire a project 
director, six other full-time workers and one half-time employee. Offner 
said he hopes to hire people who have personal experience with assistive 
technology.
An information and referral outreach center, based at UM, will have a 
statewide mission and a toll-free phone line to help connect Montanans with 
needed technology and funding sources. Five regional technical assistance 
centers will be established under a subcontract.
Under other subcontracts: Montana State University's Department of 
Mechanical Engineering will establish a loan-lease clearinghouse for 
assistive equipment; Salish Kootenai College's rehabilitation program will 
assess the needs of Native Americans with disabilities; Eastern Montana 
College's Institute for Habilitative Services will assess training and 
awareness needs; Montana Advocacy Program, Inc. will analyze policies, 
practices and procedures; and the Montana Consortium on Assistive 
Technologies will conduct a consumer needs assessment and impact 
evaluation.
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